
Askerswell Neighbourhood Forum 
ORDINARY MEETING 

7:30pm, Wednesday 14
th

 December 
at Askerswell Village Hall 

DRAFT MINUTES 
There were 13 members present including Chairman and Secretary: 
H.Atkinson, P.Atkinson, D.Boden, T.Boden, G.Foot, G.Hall, M.Hall, F.Hemmings, K.Hince, 
R.Hobbs, WDDCounc M.Roberts, C.Whichelo, D.Whichelo. 
 

There were no observers present. 
 
37/16 Welcome and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed members to the 
meeting. 
Apologies had been received from: 
B. and S.Dutt, M.Dyson, J. and R.Glover,  
E.and N.Guard, J.Hemmings, 
S. and S.Howard, J.Mahoney, M.O’Brien,  
M.Pieris, B.Sacher, J.Thomasson. 
 
38/16 Minutes of ordinary meeting of 28th 

September 2016 
i)No corrections or amendments had been 
received before the meeting, other than 
those sent to the Chair by H.Laurie – see 
Forum papers circulated 7/12/16. 
ii)There were no corrections or amendments 
proposed from the floor. 
iii)Counc.M.Roberts demanded that the 
Secretary stop handing in mail for him at 
South Walks House as this constituted a 
waste of Council resources.  After some 
discussion Counc.Roberts was content.  
Agreed unanimously: Counc. Roberts would 
continue to receive normal email circulations 
with the rest of the Forum.  Hard copies 
would be sent to his home address at 
Pineapple Cottage.  The Chair abstained. 
TO BE ACTIONED BY CHAIR & SECRETARY 
iv)Counc.M.Roberts pointed out there were 
no draft Minutes in the “pack” he had 
received.1 

As there were no spares available the 
Secretary handed over her working copy from 
the file. 

v)The alterations suggested by H.Laurie were 
then considered: 

a)Page 2 line 30: suggested alteration 
was declined; amended alteration as 
circulated was accepted by all, the 
Chair abstained. 
b)Page 2 line 38: suggested alteration 
was accepted by all, the Chair 
abstained. 
c)Page 2 line 40: suggested alteration 
is not present on the recording.  It was 
proposed that draft Minutes should 
not include such content.  It was 
proposed that explanatory material 
provided post-meeting should be 
present in footnotes only.  Footnotes 
for references to evidence are a 
standard practice in UK Govt and UN 
documents.  This proposal was 
accepted by all, the Chair abstained. 
d)Page 3 line 61: requested advice 
document , now cleared for general 
circulation, was tabled with redaction 
of commercially sensitive section that 
was read out on 28/09/16 and written 
in the Minutes of that meeting.  This 
solution was accepted by all, the Chair 
abstained. 
e)Page 6 line 31/: proposed to remove 
what which was not stated in the 
meeting from the draft Minutes and to 
give only the planning refusal 
reference as a footnote.  This proposal 
was accepted by all, the Chair 
abstained. 
f)Page 6 line 42: PLEASE NOTE: after a 
prolonged discussion it was not 

1 
  Draft Forum Minutes are always only circulated once, within2-3 

weeks of a meeting, for corrections to be sent to the Secretary, and 
then brought to the next meeting.  They are not and never have been, 
re-distributed when Forum papers are circulated pre-meeting. 



possible to reach agreement on this 
point.  To avoid wasting further time it 
was therefore resolved to carry over 
until the next ordinary meeting the 
discussion of both points f) and g) and 
the formal confirmation of the draft 
Minutes of 28/09/16.  This solution 
was unanimously accepted.  The Chair 
abstained. 
g)Page 7 line 23:  SEE ABOVE: the 
suggested amendments were not 
discussed. 

TO BE ACTIONED BY SECRETARY & CHAIR: 
accepted amendments listed a) to e) 
inclusive. 

 
39/16 Matters arising therefrom if not 

elsewhere on the agenda. 

i)Noted that issues raised by H.Laurie in her 

email to the Chair that were not related to 

amendments to the draft Minutes of 

28/09/16 were at Agenda Item 44/16. 

ii)A change to the way Minutes’ were 

provided was proposed by the Chair, to follow 

UK Cabinet Office guidelines: 2  No audio 

recording is required for that system. 

The reference states: 

 
9. A Minute should, therefore, fall clearly 

into the following parts: 

i. statement of the problem; 

ii. discussion; 

iii. chair’s summing up (where appropriate); 

iv. conclusion 

 

“Conclusions” would include resolution(s), as 

decided, and action(s) where required by 

appropriate/ designated member(s). 

Proposal accepted: 11 members in favour 

with 2 abstentions (including the Chair). 

TO BE ACTIONED BY SECRETARY & CHAIR. 

 

40/16 Chair’s report on progress since last 
meeting 

i)Full report attached separately.   
Topics covered in the Report were: 

*Strategic environmental assessment 

and sustainability appraisal (SEA) 

*Advice from Jan Farnan 

*SG activity 

*The community feedback form 
*Finance 

*Voting 

*Reminder 

*Chair effort 
ii)The Chair was thanked by M.Hall for the 
effort he continued to put into the Plan, 
endorsed by K.Hince and D.Whichelo. 
 
41/16 Advice received from issues raised in 
the last meeting 
i) The responses from Jan Farnan to questions 

arising from the last meeting have been 

distributed. The Chair invited comments from 

the floor.  There were none. 

ii)The e-mail from Jan Farnan sent to the 

Chair on 26/07 was not distributed after the 

last meeting for reasons given in that 

meeting.  Clarification now received, issue 

resolved to Forum’s satisfaction and advice 

tabled, see 38/16 v) d) above. 

iii) The Forum had now received all three e-

mail sets of advice to the Chair from Jan 

Farnan since the AGM.  For completeness at 

the meeting, the advice received on 13/09/16 

was also tabled although it had been 

distributed previously. 

 
42/16 Amendment/approval of Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan with revisions from the 
last meeting 
i)Noted that the amendments identified by 
the Forum at the last meeting had been 
made.  A table of those changes had been 
circulated.  The Chair asked for any further 
changes to the text.  After some discussion a 
small number of minor changes were 
identified and agreed. 
ii)The Chair drew attention to the Executive 
Summary on Page 1.  As this was entirely new 
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the Chair asked for feedback to be sent to him 
by early January.  After further discussion, it 
was agreed that the Plan was fit for purpose.  
It was resolved that the SG would proceed 
with distribution of the draft NP subject to 
those further amendments agreed here , and 
any amendments to the Executive Summary 
deemed necessary by members of the Forum, 
the latter to be adjudicated by the SG without 
further reference to the Forum.  Proposed by 
R.Hobbs, seconded by F.Hemmings.  The 
resolution was carried unanimously.  The 
Chair abstained. 
TO BE ACTIONED BY THE STEERING GROUP 
 
43/16 Amendment/approval of a draft  
Community Consultation Document  
i)its method of distribution: Although it had 
been previously agreed that the new Parish 
website be used for feedback on the draft NP, 
the Chair asked for comments as he was 
concerned that this method was not 
equitable and would not elicit a sufficiently 
robust number of responses.  After a short 
discussion it was concluded unanimously that 
the methods adopted for the Survey 
distribution should be followed.  Printing 
would again be provided at low cost, thanks 
to F.Hemmings.  Volunteer distributors would 
be recruited with the aim of distributing the 
draft NPs and feedback forms by the last two 
weeks in January 2017.  Forms would be 
collected 7 days later, with 2 attempts if 
needed, as before. 
TO BE ACTIONED BY THE CHAIR 
ii)the feedback form itself: the draft of the 
form was examined and discussed.  A very 
few typographical changes were proposed 
and agreed.  After further discussion it was 
unanimously agreed that the Over view 
question on Page 5 should be deleted. Any 
further changes should be returned by early 
January for the SG to finalise the form. 
TO BE ACTIONED BY FORUM MEMBERS AND 
THEN THE STEERING GROUP. 
iii) analysis of the feedback forms: the key 
point in the analysis is: how many 

respondents opposing any aspect of the NP 
lead to that aspect being put to one side?  
Forum members other than the Chair have 
sought guidance for this debate from legal 
authorities and Planners.  This was discussed 
and it was concluded that where respondents 
disagreed with policies, they be asked to 
provide comments so that the reasons for 
their disagreement was clear.  It was 
proposed that after analysis presentation to 
the Forum, the Forum would decide by a 
simple majority vote which policies were 
substantially accepted and which policies 
were substantially rejected.  This proposal 
was unanimously accepted.  The Chair 
abstained.   
TO BE ACTIONED BY THE CHAIR AND THE 
FORUM 

44/16 Points sent to the Chair by H.Laurie by  
e-mail on 6th December 

HL Point 1 – Already considered at 38/16 

HL Point 2 – Request to Chair declined and so 
not considered. 

HL Point 3 – It was pointed out by the Chair 
that all the evidence underpinning the 
draft NP is already in the public 
domain on the Parish website; missing 
material provided tonight. 

HL Point 4 – It was reported by the Chair that 
all the Steering Group EXCEPT THE 
CHAIR took the view that this was a 
Parish matter.  It had been agreed to 
by H.Laurie in the meeting on 
28/09/16 that the issue should be 
discussed at the next Parish meeting.  
This was held on 19/10/16.  The Chair 
confirmed the re-visit was an action 
point from 28/09/16, when, however, 
no timeframe had been fixed.  The 
Chair confirmed that owners of lands 
to be re-considered would be invited 
to attend that meeting.  After 
additional discussion it was 
unanimously agreed that this process 
should not delay the progress of 



community consultation on the draft 
NP.  The Chair abstained. 

HL Point 5 – The Chair noted the written 
confirmed Minutes are the official 
record of Forum meetings.  These are 
all present on the Parish website 
launched at the last Parish meeting.  
The Chair reminded the meeting that 
audio recordings are only an aide-de-
memoire for Minutes development.  
Counc.Roberts confirmed that WDDC 
does not yet have an agreed policy on 
the use of audio recordings and does 
not employ them for technical 
reasons.  The Chair pointed out that 
one of the risks WDDC had identified3 
was that of audio recordings being 
used for legal challenge to its policies 
and actions.  After further discussion it 
was unanimously agreed that once 
draft Minutes are superceded by the 
confirmed Minutes (amended/ agreed 
by the subsequent meeting and signed 
by the Chair) there can be no revision 
or challenge to them whatsoever.  The 
Chair abstained.  Additionally, it was 
suggested that once the remainder of 
the draft Minutes of 28/09/16 were 
confirmed at the next meeting, the 
copy of the aide-de-memoire 
recording given to H.Laurie in October 
should be returned to the Chair.  This 
was unanimously agreed; the Chair 
abstained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HL Point 6 – After some debate about the 
wisdom or otherwise of sharing with 
the wider community advice given to 
the Forum, it was concluded that 
answers to questions asked by the 
Forum should stay with the Forum. 
This was unanimously agreed; the 
Chair abstained.  Membership of the 
Forum was still open to any person 
who lived or worked in the Parish if 
they wished to engage in the process 

 

45/16 Forum agreement on what steps SG 
can progress to report at the next meeting: 
Tasks were: 
i)Finalise the text of the draft NP especially 

the Exec Summary (ALL SG) see 42/16 
ii); 

ii)Organise production, distribution, collection 
and analysis of the draft NP and 
feedback form (CHAIR; ALL SG) see 
43/16/i); 

iii)Finalise the feedback form for distribution 
(ALL SG) see 43/16 ii); 

iv)In addition the Forum is happy to accept 
the SG’s approval of draft Minutes 
prior to circulation to all. 

 
46/16 AOB 
There was none. 
 
47/16 The next meeting was agreed as 

Wednesday 29th March, 7.30pm, in 
Askerswell Village Hall. 

3 
This reference is to the WDDC Executive Committee Minutes from 14/07/16 : “Webcast/audio could be used to challenge the minutes which are the formal 

written record of the meeting”   NB: These Minutes are not available directly from dorsetforyou.gov.uk 

To obtain, you must search via Google using  : 

Webcasting-and-audio-recording-of-committee-meetings/pdf/Webcasting_Audio_recording_of_committees.pdf 

Down the pdf of the Exec Comm Mins and then  open. 

Or ask the Secretary for an e-copy of the pdf! 


