
ASKERSWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM  -  ORDINARY MEETING, ASKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL.                               
WEDNESDAY  17th  JAN 2018, 7.30pm                   UNCONFIRMED MINUTES, AGREED BY 4/5 SG MEMBERS PRESENT 

PLEASE NOTE: ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED BELOW WILL BE POSTED SHORTLY ON THE FORUM SECTION OF THE PARISH WEBSITE 

Those present: The Chair, the Treasurer, the Secretary and Members: D, P and T Boden, B Dutt, G Foot, L Guard, 
 K Hince, S Howard, G Lancashire, Counc M Roberts, (13/38).                                                     Observers: L and R Deards. 5 
                                                                                                      In attendance: J Witherden, Dorset Planning Consultant Ltd. 
Fire exits were identified as the meeting began at 7.40pm. 
 

01/18 i)Welcome: Members and observers new and old 
were welcomed to the meeting. The planning consultant 10 
supporting the drafting of the Plan, engaged with the 
funds from Locality, was introduced to the meeting.  
ii)Apologies had been received from : Members: M Dyson, 
N Guard, G Hall, J Hatton, R Hobbs, S Howard, A Hussey,  
J Mahoney, M O’Brien, M Pieris, B Sacher, J Thomasson,  15 
C van Rijn, and C and D Whichelo.  iii)Membership: The 
only changes to report were 2 entries: Peter Boden had 
joined after returning from working overseas and former 
member Godfrey Lancashire re-joined. 
 20 
02/18 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 27

th
 Sept 2017, 

(circulated 4/10/17). 
There were no corrections or alterations.  Proposed by SD, 
and seconded by TB, that the Minutes be accepted as a 
true and correct record.  Agreed unanimously and duly 25 
signed by the Chair. 
 

03/18 Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 
There were none. 
 30 
04/18 Finance Update 
i)Outcome of the external examination of the accounts 
AGM2016 to AGM 2017.  (The Forum account’s balance 
sheet was tabled and is attached below) The Chair 
reported that the accounts had been examined by Mr G 35 
Barrett and no anomalies identified.  There were no 
questions.  Proposed by DB, seconded by SH and 
unanimously agreed that the examination be accepted.  
The Chair did not vote. 
ii)Expenditure since AGM 2017.  The Treasurer reported 40 
that this was £11.62, for refreshments at the drop-in 
event.  The Locality grant did not cover hospitality costs, 
therefore this had been paid for by the Forum.  All other 
costs had been met from the grant.  There were no 
questions. 45 
iii)Expenditure on the Locality grant (balance sheet circ 
10/01/18).  The Chair reported that the outstanding 
payment to the consultant, recorded on the circulated 
sheet, had been paid this evening.  There is no more 
expenditure on the project plan so the grant finance report 50 
is now completed.  It records an overall underspend of 
£220.26, although 2 areas have minor overspends against 
the projections.  If Locality objects to this virement, those 
costs will have to be re-imbursed to the grant from the 
Forum’s funds.  In response to a question, the Chair 55 
reported it was not known if Locality would claw back the 
underspend or allow us to hold it against a later 
application for funds for post-examination costs.  The Chair 
requested that the Steering Group be allowed to submit 
the accounts relating to the grant without further overview 60 
by the Forum.  This had to be done as soon as possible  
after the 31/01/18 deadline.  Proposed by BD, seconded by 
LG, and agreed unanimously.  The Chair did not vote. 
 

05/18 The Chairman gave an update on progress since the 65 
last meeting ( Tabled, and see text attached below here).  
The Chair reported how the SG had fulfilled its mandate 
given by the Forum on 27/9/17, the outcomes of which are 
under discussion on the Agenda.  There were no questions. 
 70 
06/18 Selection of “iconic” images of the Neighbourhood 
Area for addition to the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
The Chair reported that in order to meet the 
recommendation of T Sneller at WDDC, (See point #21 on 
the Main Points document, circ 10/01/18, and also tabled), 75 
a selection of potential images was being displayed during 
the meeting.  The Chair asked members to note, on the 
sheet provided, which 4-6 images they favoured before the 
end of the meeting.  This would guide the SG and the 
consultant in their final selection for inclusion in the Plan. 80 
 

07/18 Pre-submission Consultation Feedback from All 
Consultees (“Raw data” reviewed by the Steering Group 
08/01/18 and circ to Forum 10/01/18).  The Chair briefly 
reviewed the raw data of the consultation process  – 85 
feedback from all the community and external consultees 
generated throughout the entire consultation period, 
including the community drop-in event.  Overall the SG 
was pleased with the positive support demonstrated for 
the draft NP.  The Chair reported that not all external 90 
consultees had responded.  Historic England had only 
responded on 15

th
 January.  While received outside the 

deadline, the Chair was minded to include the response as 
the comments were a positive endorsement of the draft 
NP, and Historic England is one of the senior consultees in 95 
the process.  The Chair noted that 28 of the 37 attendees 
at the community drop-in event had provided feedback.  A 
majority had made comments anonymously, therefore all 
community responses were just numbered.  Twenty-two of 
the respondents provided 1-2 comments each on a wide 100 
range of concerns and 3 more made 3-4 comments each.  
Respondents #14 and #19 provided 10 and 12 comments 
respectively, on a limited number of issues.  Every 
comment from all consultees was thoroughly considered 
by the SG and recommendations for adoption made.  As 105 
expected, WDDC provided the most comprehensive 
feedback.  In general the SG concluded that as many of all 
the suggestions and recommendations as possible should 
be adopted, where they did not alter the agreed decisions 
of the majority of the Forum and the community at large. 110 
 

08/18 Changes to the draft NP recommended by the SG, 
based on the feedback received, that require Forum 
agreement (Main Points document, see Agenda Item 9/18, 
circ to Forum 10/1/18, and copies tabled for convenience) 115 
i)The Chair suggested that each page of the Main Points 
document be considered in turn.  Where members wished 
a recommendation to be discussed further they should 
identify that by the row number of the table.  After review 
of the document, any additional point made in the raw 120 



data but not included in Main Points could be raised.  
(Noted: Prior to tonight no additional recommendation 
had been made to the Chair as requested in the Forum’s 
papers circulated 10/1/18).  At the end of the review the 
Chair suggested that an en bloc vote be taken, with the 5 
amendments required by the Forum recorded for change 
in the draft NP. This method was agreed without a vote. 
ii)Review of the Main Points document: 

Page 1, points #1-5: All accepted bar #4, under proposed 
action, “examination” to read “referendum”.  Noted: this 10 
change to be comprehensive throughout the draft Plan. 
Page 2, points #6-11: All accepted bar #7, under proposed 
action, the amendment to the start of NP Para 8.3 was 
challenged as not what the community would recognise as 
what they wanted.  While our consultant opined that as 15 
this was not a Policy statement it could be included in the 
narrative, after a considered discussion, it was agreed the 
phrase “or upper limit” be removed from the revised text.   
Page 3, points #12-19: All accepted with change at #12 and 
#14 as at #4 above. 20 
Page 4, points #20-22: All accepted bar #21, where it was 
acknowledged that external readers would have trouble 
understanding why the views included were being used, 
hence the new image selection process.  Agreed without a 
vote that the SG and consultant to make new choices 25 
based on the selection lists nominated in the meeting. 
Page 5, points #23-27: All accepted with change at #26 as 
at #4 above.  JW explained the rationale behind the 
addition to the end of NP Para 5.8 for #26. 
Page 6, points # 28-33: All accepted. 30 
Page 7, points #34-38: All accepted bar #38: the final line 
of proposed action should include a hypen for the word 
“reuse”. 
Page 8, points #39-41: All accepted. 
Page 9, points #42-47: All accepted. 35 
iii)With the discussion concluded it was proposed by TB 
and seconded by MBR that the changes to the draft NP 
recommended by the SG in the document “Main Points 
feedback” be accepted with the above minor edits.  
Agreed by 11 votes to none with one abstention.   40 
The Chair did not vote. 
iv) Any additional points from the raw data to action: 
There were none. As noted above (8/18 i) Pg 2, line3ff), no 
additional recommendation had been made to the Chair 
before the meeting, and none was raised from the floor. 45 
 

09/18 Mandate for the SG to progress without further 
consultation with the Forum as follows: 
i)Adjust any further detailed wording of the Main Points 
document for grammatical and referencing changes that 50 
do not alter the main thrust of the NP and its Policies; 
ii)Amend the draft NP to the meeting’s decisions; 
iii)Place the revised Main Points document on the Parish 
website; 
iv)Place all the raw data feedback documents on the Parish 55 
website; 
v)Place the submission version of the NP on the Parish 
website; 
vi)Submit the Neighbourhood Plan and all necessary 
accompanying documents to WDDC; 60 
vii)Progress any issues (e.g. Further grant opportunities 
that arise) for report at the next Forum meeting. 

Proposed by SH and seconded by KH that this mandate be 
given, and agreed unanimously.  The Chair did not vote. 
 65 
10/18 Any Other Business: There was none. 
 

11/18 Date of the next ordinary meeting:  
PROVISIONALLY agreed as Wednesday 11

th
 April  

Consultant JW explained the post-submission process.  The 70 
meeting noted the fluidity and uncertainty of the post-
submission time-frame.  It was agreed that if the 
submitted NP had not been responded to by WDDC and/ 
or the Examiner by the required meeting notification date, 
(i.e. 20/03/18) the meeting would be deferred.  Either way, 75 
meeting notification would be circulated to all residences 
in the Neighbourhood Area by the usual flyer drop. 
 

There was no further debate and the meeting closed at 
8.45pm. 80 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Chair’s Report to ordinary meeting of 17
th

 Jan 2018 on 
progress since the last meeting. Agenda Item 6/18 relates. 
The Steering Group had followed its mandate provided by 
the Forum meeting of 27/9/17 (See Minutes 28/17 and 85 
29/17).  The Heritage and Character Assessment was 
completed by Angel Architecture (Kim Sankey) after a walk 
around the village on 3/10/17 and an Ecological Survey of 
three areas was provided by Dorset Environmental 
Records Centre after the visit by Bryan Edwards on 90 
23/10/17.  The two reports were added to the Forum 
section of the Parish website.  The draft NP was modified 
to take account of the key points made in the two reports.  
A figure on the buildings that help set the character of the 
settlement was added and the Defined Development 95 
Boundary was altered to exclude the land just north of the 
Asker and the Old Wheelwright Shop.  This locality was 
originally suggested for inclusion by an officer at WDDC 
that landscape advisers did not oppose during their visit on 
20/3/17.  Jo Witherden (Dorset Planning Consultant Ltd) 100 
amended the language of the NP to comply with likely 
requirements after a meeting with the SG to discuss all 
possible changes to the NP.  The required 6 week pre-
submission consultation period was advertised and began 
on 6/11/17 and was ended 29/12/17.  As part of the 105 
consultation a community drop-in event was held from 
10.00 to 17.00 in Askerswell Village Hall on 11/11/17.  
Feedback sheets were provided and all responses received 
were tabulated (see Agenda Item 8/18).  The draft NP with 
the address of the Forum website where supporting 110 
documents were available was sent to all required external 
consultees.  The responses of all replying were tabulated 
(see Agenda Item 8/18).  The SG has considered all this 
feedback and provides responses and proposed actions for 
discussion in this meeting.  The draft maps have been sent 115 
to cartographers at WDDC for final presentation*. 
The final expenditure on the grant is provided Agenda Item 
5/18).  All expenditure must be completed and reported 
on by 31/1/18.                                                       HJA 17/01/18 
*During the meeting the Chair advised he had received 120 
notification from WDDC today that this revision would 
now occur after the External Examination had been made 
 

 

 

 



 

 


