
ASKERSWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM ORDINARY MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 27th  SEPT 2017, 7.30pm, ASKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL. 
 

Those present: The Chair, the Secretary and Members: D and T Boden, G Foot, G Hall, K Hince, A Hussey, H Laurie,  
J Mahoney, C van Rijn, C and D Whichelo (13/36).                           Observers: N Collins, P Gilmour. 5 
Fire exits were identified as the meeting began at 7.30pm. 
 
23/17 Welcome: Members and observers were 
welcomed to the meeting. Apologies had been 
received from : The Treasurer, and Members:  10 
B Dutt, M Dyson, L and N Guard,  
F and J Hemmings, R Hobbs,  M O’Brien, M Pieris,  
B Sacher, J Thomasson. 
 
Membership: There were four changes to report. 15 
Exits: D Parkinson had left the district before the last 
meeting and M Hall had resigned in the summer. 
Entries:  A Hussey and C Van Rijn had joined yesterday 
(26/9/17).  Members number 36. 
 20 
24/17 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 21

st
 June 2017, 

circulated 14/09/17. 
i)The Minutes of 21/06/17.  There were no corrections or 
alterations.  There was a query from HL regarding the 
collection of further information for the Forum (ref L61).  25 
The Minutes were unanimously accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chair. 
 
25/17 Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 
There were none. 30 
 
26/17 The Chairman gave an update on progress since the 
last meeting ( Tabled, and see Report attached below).  
There were no questions. 
 35 
27/17 Outcome of Forum vote on area/ sites for 
development within the Neighbourhood Plan  (Please 
refer to table circulated on 20/9/17 to Forum members) 
i)The Chair pointed out before the discussion started that 
the ballot result as circulated was the raw numbers from 40 
the returning officer.  Later analysis of the individual 
sheets revealed 6 members voting against a DDB were 
consistent in also being against all 3 DDB options, all 
supporting only site specific allocation.  If these 6 blanket 
“against” votes were set aside this raised support for the 3 45 
options of those not totally against a DDB thus: 
                   Y :N  :%Y of Y/N vote 
Option A:14 :07 :67% (was 52%) 
Option B: 05 :14 :26% (was 26%) 
Option C: 08 :14 :36% (was 29%) 50 
ii)There was a wide-ranging and lengthy debate about this 
decision and its implications for the draft Plan and its 
policies.  While the DDB option A had been favoured by 
the ballot, there was concern raised that the space 
available within Option A for development was not 55 
sufficient to provide the 4-5 open market dwellings 
proposed, without breaching the 1

st
 draft Plan and policies 

thereof relating to the character, density and nature of 
such new buildings.  After considerable discussion it was 
proposed by JM and seconded by GH, that Forum 60 
agreement be conditional upon action to be taken in 
mitigation against unintended consequences of choosing  

 
DDB Option A.  The proposal suggested that the Forum 
would proceed once satisfied that mitigation of 65 
unintended consequences was in place, specifically with 
reference to the character and density of development 
with this DDB against the 4-5 homes envisaged by the 
Forum so far.  There was no indication from the floor as to 
what such mitigation might be.  Chairman to progress. 70 
 
28/17 Locality Grant and its awarded budget 
(circ 20/9/17).  
i)The table showed the Plan activities and their associated 
costs as submitted in the format required by Locality.  The 75 
grant finance is administered by subsidiaries of Locality but 
to avoid confusion the Forum would continue to refer to 
the grant awarding body as Locality. 
ii)Our consultant, Jo Witherden, will invoice for 5 monthly 
instalments September 2017 to January 2018.  The first of 80 
these for £804 has been paid for the work already done. 
iii)Noted that minor costs previously paid from our own 
funds eg. room rental, now will be charged to the grant. 
iv)JM noted that as well as the principal Consultant (Jo 
Witherden) authorised by the Forum, the grant budget 85 
included work by 2 other professionals recommended by 
JW.  This was to provide the additional expert evidence 
that would be required.  Proposed by JM and seconded by 
TB that the Forum authorises the Steering Group to 
employ the necessary consultants to enable the work to be 90 
done, subject to the agreement of Locality and within the 
constraints of the budget.  All in favour with one 
abstention.   The Chair did not vote. 
 
29/17 Project Plan until the end of January 2018 (circ 95 
20/9/17). 
i)Only the 2 main activities are shown on the table: Writing 
the Plan and the Pre-submission Public Consultation (see 
also Agenda Item 31/17).  The aim was to submit the Plan 
at the end of the 6month grant period (Jan 2018).  Up to 100 
£9k per Plan was allowed, so the Forum had leeway to 
claim another £3k or so.  This could be to prepare for the 
examination.  Given our schedule, that could not take 
place before Locality’s mandate ran out (31/03/2018).  The 
consultant JW provided the opinion that government was 105 
committed to continuing the process and so Locality’s 
successor would be authorised to carry on giving out 
funds.  Therefore JW advised that the Forum defer the 
second application until after April 2018. 
ii) The Chair reported that the new section on Heritage and 110 
Character Assessment would be provided by our second 
consultant Kim Sankey.  KS had notified the Chair she had 
also been retained as consultant to Askerswell House.  KS 
was being transparent as required, but considered it 
unlikely there would be a conflict of interest.  Members 115 
agreed there were no material issues by 14 votes to none 
with one abstention.  Proposed by KH, seconded by DB.  
The Chair did not vote. 



iii) Reported by the Chair that feedback from the public 
pre-submission consultation on the next draft will be 
considered by the SG and JW, changes made and then 
presented to a Forum meeting deferred from December to 
January.  After making the changes agreed by the Forum, 5 
the Plan would be submitted to WDDC. 
 
30/17 Report of 18/9/17 meeting of Steering Group with 
consultant, Jo Witherden, of Dorset Planning Consultants 
Ltd., (Please refer to agreed joint report circulated to 10 
Forum members on 22/9/17 ). 
There were no questions 
3.7 & 7: Re locally important non-listed historic buildings. 
The Chair noted that this issue had never arisen before so 
there was no historical information.  There was concern 15 
expressed for property owners about the implications of 
such identification and labelling.  The Chair undertook to 
obtain KS’s clear guidance about what the exact 
parameters are, and which buildings might likely feature in 
this category.  Once the clarifications from KS were to 20 
hand, the Chair would be able to approach the owners of 
potentially included properties to explain the process and 
implications.  There were no other queries raised. 
 
31/17 Pre-submission consultation (6 week period) Key 25 
Components.  These were as the Agenda stated: 
a)Drop-in event for the community on NP modifications 
from the 1

st
 draft circulated Feb 2017; suggested date: 

Saturday 11
th

 November; 
b)Placement of revised Plan on Parish website with advert 30 
in November’s Eggardon and Colmer’s View; 
c)Distribution to statutory consultees. 
There were no questions or clarifications. 
The Chair briefly explained how the components of the 
process fitted together.  No objections were raised to the 35 
date suggested for the drop-in event - Saturday 11

th
 

November.  Members were invited to be in attendance for 
2hr shifts as at the previous drop-in event, to assist with 
set-up, stewarding of the consultation and feedback 
processes, and the clear-up.  40 
 
32/17 Forum agreement on remit of Steering Group and 
Consultants until next meeting. 
It was agreed without a vote that SG and Consultants  
a)Formulate mitigation action as agreed at 27/17; 45 
b)follow the timetable;  
c)meet and review JW’s suggested edits for the Plan, and 
consider JW’s enhancements for the evidence base;  
d) interact with KS for the character and heritage 
assessment;  50 
e)send out pre-submission papers;  
f)organise and conduct the drop-in event for the 
community where all such changes were highlighted; 
g)record and tabulate all public and statutory feedback for 
consideration by the Forum. 55 
 
33/17Any Other Business 
There was none. 
 
34/17 Date of the next ordinary meeting:  60 
Wednesday 17

th
 January 2018 was agreed as the date of 

the next ordinary meeting. 
 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 
9.20pm. 65 
 
Chair’s Report to ordinary meeting of 27

th
 Sept 2017 on 

progress since the last meeting. (Tabled 27/9/17) 
Agenda Item 26/17 relates. 
 70 
I will not detail matters that are later agenda items. 
Locality grant: following the Forum’s mandate at the last 
ordinary meeting an application was made to Locality in 
July 2017. Any award must be fully spent by 31

st
 March 

2018 when Locality’s funding mandate ends. Quotes were 75 
obtained from the three consultants we required. The 
application was reviewed by SG members by e-mail, and by 
our principal consultant Jo Witherden, before submission. 
All requested funds were awarded minus the request for 
£250 for Dorset Community Action to hold the grant as the 80 
Locality conditions were such that the Forum is not 
allowed be the recipient. Dorset Community Action had 
been recommended by WDDC to hold the grant but after 
award, Dorset Community Action decided not to take the 
responsibility. It was exploring WDDC holding the funds 85 
when the Chair solved the issue. In the circumstance, the 
Parish Meeting Clerk and Internal Reviewer of its accounts 
(Nigel Guard) agreed that the Parish Meeting would hold 
the grant, reversing a previous view. Locality agreed to this 
approach as the Parish Meeting is a tier of local 90 
government. The grant was provided and the Parish Clerk 
has confirmed the award has been deposited in the bank 
account of the Parish Meeting.  
Forum’s resolution of site specific allocation or defined 
development boundary. This is item 27/17 on the agenda. 95 
The extra information requested was obtained and sent 
with the ballot papers to all members. The responses were 
received in sealed envelopes and handed to Richard Hobbs 
in that state. He opened them, signed and counted them 
to provide the outcome that has been determined by the 100 
Forum.  
Initial meeting of SG members with Dorset Planning 
Consultant. This was held on 18

th
 September and initial 

tasks for Jo Witherden were defined. This is considered as 
item 30/27. 105 
Finance update. There has been no Café Scientifique and 
so no independent income. Expenditure has been the hall 
hire for the SG meeting of 18/09 and tonight totalling £20. 
Therefore the balance carried forward from the AGM of 
£422.58 has fallen by £20. These costs are scheduled to be 110 
moved laterally on to the Locality grant (see item 28/17). 
                                                                                    HJA 27/9/17 
 


