
ASKERSWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM  -  ORDINARY MEETING, ASKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL.                               
WEDNESDAY 27

th
 JUN 2018, 7.30pm                           

UNCONFIRMED MINUTES AGREED / AMENDED BY SG MEMBERS PRESENT (5/6) 
 

Those present: The Chair, the Treasurer, the Secretary and Members: D and T Boden, B Dutt, G Foot, L Guard, G Hall, J Hatton,  5 
R Hobbs, G Lancashire, J Mahoney, Counc M Roberts, (14/33).                                                                      Observer: G Evans. 
 
Fire exits were identified as the meeting began at 7.30pm. 
 
12/18 i)Welcome: Members and one Observer were 10 
welcomed to the meeting. ii)Apologies had been received 
from Members: P Boden, M Dyson, N Guard, K Hince,  
S and S Howard, A Hussey, H Laurie, M O’Brien, M Pieris,  
B Sacher, J Thomasson, and C van Rijn. 
 iii)Membership: since the last meeting 5 resignations had 15 
been received - J and R Glover, J Hemmings, C and D 
Whichelo. -  therefore membership stood at 33. 
 
13/18 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 17th Jan 2018, 
(email circulation 1/2/18).  There were no corrections or 20 
alterations.  Proposed by R Hobbs, and seconded by  
T Boden, that the Minutes be accepted as a true and 
correct record.  Agreed unanimously and duly signed by 
the Chair.  The Chair did not vote. 
 25 
14/18 Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 
Noted that all NP documents and supporting information 
were posted on the Forum section of the Parish website  as 
agreed, in advance of the Plan submission to WDDC. 
 30 
15/18 The Chairman gave an update on progress since the 
last meeting (See full text attached below).  The Chair 
reported how the SG had fulfilled its mandate given by the 
Forum on 17/01/18, the outcomes of which are under 
discussion on the Agenda. The Chair reminded Members 35 
this meeting was to discuss the examination process not 
revisit content of the submitted Plan.  There were no 
questions. 
 
16/18 Appointment of an Examiner of Askerswell 40 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
To consider the résumé of the suggested Examiner David 
Hogger and make a decision on his appointment. 
A short discussion concluded that the suggested Examiner 
seemed an eminently suitable choice.  Independent advice 45 
received by the Chair underlined this opinion.  Acceptance 
of Mr Hogger as our Examiner was therefore proposed by 
M Roberts, seconded by J Mahoney. 
Votes for 13, Against: 0, Abstentions: none. 
Proposal carried.  The Chair did not vote 50 
 
17/18 Response to Procedural Matters letter from Mr 
Hogger if he is approved as the Examiner  
To discuss the issues Mr Hogger has raised with the 
Qualifying Body (the Forum) in the Procedural Matters 55 
Letter.  The Chair explained the situation as the process is 
now being led by WDDC.  After a short discussion of what 
was required it was suggested the SG be mandated to 
adjust the detail of what we agree tonight to meet all 
reasonable requests from WDDC with respect to such 60 
issues.  Proposed by R Hobbs, seconded by S Dutt. 
Votes for: 13, Against: 0, Abstentions: none. 
Proposal carried.  The Chair did not vote. 

 
SPECIAL NOTE 65 
The Chair pointed out to the meeting that the Examiner 
may make a private visit to the area after his appointment.  
The Examiner has stated: “It is very important that I am 
not approached to discuss any aspects of the Plan or the 
neighbourhood area as this may be perceived to prejudice 70 
my independence and risk compromising the fairness of 
the examination process.”  Please would all Forum 
members comply with this request.  This announcement 
will be drawn to the Examiner’s attention. 
Noted that the Forum will get the opportunity to consider 75 
the dialogue, the outcomes and the Examiner’s required 
changes before the final plan is agreed and returned to 
WDDC for a Referendum. 
 
18/18 Discussion of the Section 16 public representations 80 
on the submitted Plan as summarised by WDDC. Circ by 
email to the Forum 20/06/18. 
To discuss the public representations as summarised by 
WDDC to the Forum and consider responses. 
The Chair pointed out that it was unclear whether or not 85 
the Examiner received the same summaries passed to the 
Forum by WDDC or unabridged versions. 
There were no questions or comments from Forum 
members. 
Noted that our Conflicts of Interest declaration precludes 90 
those making representations from influencing any reply 
by the Forum. 
 
19/18 Evidence-based clarifications of Section 16 public 
representations on the submitted Plan. (to support the 95 
examination process ) 
To consider draft clarifications for possible submission to 
an Examiner. 
i)After a short discussion it was agreed without a vote that 
the Forum should not submit evidence-based clarifications 100 
unasked, but should state to the Examiner that if he 
needed further help to identify sources the Forum would 
be very happy to provide that help.  ii)Further agreed 
without a vote that any other responses needed can be 
provided by the SG under the mandate given at 17/18 105 
above without further recourse to a Forum meeting. 
 
20/18 Any Other Business 
The Chair drew attention to the preferred options draft of 
the Local Plan Revision now going through WDDC 110 
Committees, with public consultation to follow in the 
autumn.  Noted that potential changes re-inforced the 
positive choice of adopting a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
21/18 Date of the next meeting  115 
To be determined after the EGM that follows the AGM. 
There was no further debate and the meeting closed at 
08.00pm. 



  
 
 
Chair’s Report to ordinary meeting of 27

th
 Jun 2018 on 5 

progress since the last meeting. Agenda Item 15/18 
relates. 
 
*The Steering Group has followed its mandate provided 
unanimously by the Forum meeting of 17/1/18 (See Minute 10 
9/18) 
 
*The final grant report, accounts, receipts as shown in 
draft at the last meeting (see Minute 4/18) were submitted 
to Locality and the unspent funds returned.  The reports 15 
and the accounts have been accepted by Locality.  The 
accepted accounts will be presented in the AGM. 
 
*The only expenditure on the Forum’s account since the 
January meeting has been £11.  This minor expenditure will 20 
be considered in the financial report of the following AGM. 
 
*The Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents were 
submitted to WDDC on 12/2/18.  On 5

th
 March, WDDC 

confirmed it was satisfied that the Plan could enter the 6 25 
week public consultation phase that they must conduct.  
That ended on 24/4/18.  The 4

th
 meeting of the Forum in 

the year to AGM 2018 was deferred until tonight from April 
as there were no substantial matters to discuss until public 
consultation responses were provided in May. 30 

 
*WDDC approached Independent Plans and Examinations 
Ltd to suggest a suitable examiner.  As a result the 
recommended Examiner provided procedural matters letter 
on 16/5/18.  The Qualifying Body (ie the Forum) has to 35 
accept the Examiner before appointment, hence the 
examination process cannot begin until the decision on the 
appointment is formally made by the Forum (See Agenda 
Item 16/18).  Agenda Items 17/18 and 18/18 consider early 
steps in the examination process. 40 
 
*A new funding call became available from Locality on 
1/4/18.  The SG considered on balance there was merit in 
applying for funding.  The grant application was submitted 
on 19/6/18.  It requested £2,071.84 of which £1,441.68 45 
relates to consultancy support with a further £630.16 for 
hall hire, printing flyers ahead of the referendum, and 
postage and printing costs to provide reference copies of 
the “made” NP if that is achieved.  Assuming the grant is 
awarded, it should be in the Parish Meeting account well 50 
before it is needed given the Examiner expects to take 4-6 
weeks to prepare a draft report for fact checking. 
 
*Tonight’s meeting is to discuss the examination process 
and not revisit any aspects of the submitted plan. 55 
                                                                     HJA 26/06/18 

 


