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CONFIRMED  Minutes of the Meeting of the Askerswell Neighbourhood Forum 

Wednesday 22nd February 2016, 7.30pm, Askerswell Village Hall 

Steering Group members present: Howard Atkinson (HA), Chair; Sue Dutt (SD),Treasurer;  
Pat Atkinson(PA), Secretary; Tim Boden(TB); Jena Hatton (JHa); Mark Roberts (MR). 
Other Forum Members present: Dinks Boden (DB ); Graham Foot (GF); John Glover (JG); Rosie Glover(RG);  
Liz Guard (LG); Nigel Guard (NG); Graham Hall (GH); Mandy Hall (MH);  Kathy Hince (KH); Richard Hobbs (RH); 
Steve Howard (SH); Harriet Laurie (HL); John Mahoney (JM); Buffy Sacher (BS).(20/34) 
Non-voting observers present:  Godfrey Lancashire (GL); Barbara Roberts (BR); Chris Roberts (CR). 
Before the meeting opened the Chair asked permission to use the audio recorder.  This was agreed by all. 
Minute Agenda Topic Action  Time 
1/16 Apologies were received from:  

Michael Dyson, Mary Anne O’Brien, Maya Pieris, and Janet Thomasson 
  

2/16 Changes in membership (AGENDA ITEM 4/16 TAKEN OUT OF SEQUENCE) 
Accepted new members: Sarah and Steve Howard, Rosie and John Glover. 
Received resignations: Gill Evans, Barbara Roberts. 

  

3/16 Minutes of the previous meeting: Were agreed and signed as a correct record 
after the following addition to Minute 26/15 at para 1, line 8: “The accuracy of that 
conclusion has been challenged after the Minutes were circulated and that is now 
recorded.”  Proposed: RH; Seconded: NG. 

 
 
PA 
 

 
 
At 
once 

4/16 
 

Matters arising therefrom not covered elsewhere on the Agenda:  
Minute 29/15, para 2: Noted that Consultant Jo Witherden did not accept the 
invitation to the Public Meeting on 25/11/15. 

  

5/16 Finance issues (AGENDA ITEM 9/16 TAKEN OUT OF SEQUENCE): 
i).Expenditure update – since last report £20 spent on Hall hire, £266 remaining. 

All 
note 

 

 ii).Banking Resolution – in order to obtain banking facilities as required by the 
Constitution, the NatWest Bank’s standard resolution to open an account was 
tabled.  Proposed by SD, seconded by PA.  There were no objections, and the 
resolution was declared accepted.  The application could now go forward.   

 
 
SD 
PA 

As 
soon 
as  
poss 

 iii).Website - Reported by the Chair that the Parish Meeting was setting up a site 
on which the Forum could have pages to publicise its activities as required, and he 
requested a contribution of £50 towards running costs in 2016. There were no 
objections to this expenditure. 

 
SD 
HA 
 

 

 At this point HA suggested RH take the Chair while HA spoke to Agenda Items 
5/16 , 6/16 and 7/16.  There were no objections. 

  

6/16 SG report to the Forum on visit of the Senior Landscape Architect of WDDC and a 
DAONB representative. (Documents previously circulated to all Forum members 
displayed as a slide presentation, copies attached – Slides No.s 2 & 3 relate) 

  

 HA reminded the meeting that the Steering Group (SG) had been mandated to 
undertake this consultation by the Forum.  So that everyone was fully cognisant of 
the pre- and post-visit process, the content and implications of the documentation, 
HA briefly reprised the sets of information that had been discussed and agreed by 
the SG then circulated to the Forum members on 31/1 and 14/2 for this meeting. 

  

 There was a considerable range of queries and comments made by some.  Two 
useful points for later reference were raised but there was also much un-focused 
and wide-ranging argument not relevant to Agenda Item 5/16. 

  

 MR reminded the SG and the Forum to be sure they could not be judged or 
misjudged as colluding with 3-4 landowners in defining the DDB.  He queried the 
extent of the DDB proposed by the SG but was not following the relevant 
document circulated to the Forum as to be summarised at the start of Agenda 
Item 7/16.  MR also expressed the opinion that the SG had attached far too much 
weight to the informal advice provided by WDDC’ s Senior Landscape Architect and 
a representative from the DAONB.  He advised using only plain English in 
presentations and documentation as well. 

  

7/16 SG report on options for new dwellings numbers, locations and a DDB 
(Presentation slide copies attached- Slides No.s  6-16 relate ) 

  

 After considerable debate covering a broad spectrum of opinion an informal show 
of hands demonstrated that despite the new information now available, there was  
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only minority support for taking a vote on Option 3 (Slide 15 relates) so that option 
was abandoned.  Option 1 was spoken to by HA (Slides No.s  13 & 16 relate);   
Option 2 was spoken to by JH (Slides No.s  14 & 16 relate). 

 Further debate followed and after pursuing several avenues of concern it was 
agreed the SG would progress the decision making for approval by the Forum 
before a community appraisal event.  No votes were taken. 

All 
StGrp 
 

 
ASAP 

 RH stepped aside and the Chair reverted to HA   
8/16 Forum decision on views to be presented to a community event - Slide No. 17 

relates. 
  

 After further circuitous debate it was agreed that documents at the community 
event would present the number of new dwellings as previously indicated by the 
detailed analysis of the survey results dealing with provision of new dwellings.   
The information relating to the density of those dwellings, and the SG draft and 
after-visit reduced DDBs, all as presented in the current Forum papers would also 
be presented to the community. 

All 
note 
 
All  
St Grp 

 
 
 
 
ASAP 

9/16 Discussion of a community event with/without non-resident landowner presence   
 After some discussion about the pros and cons of separate and combined meetings 

of parishioners and other non-resident land-owners, it was agreed to follow Cerne 
Valley/ Counc Fred Horsington’s example and have one combined meeting. 

All 
note 

 

 Residents and other landowners would be invited to visit an all-day drop-in event 
at the Village Hall where comments and opinions could be sought and expressed 
by open and closed mechanisms.   

All 
note 

 

 The SG would draft papers for approval by the Forum to present at the community 
event, the date of which was yet to be decided.  There was some preference for an 
early date but this would be dependent on the availability of SG members. 

All  
note 
St.Grp 

 
 
ASAP 

10/16 Any other business   
 i).Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) : The Chair noted that an offer from 

the SEA Officer was still outstanding. It was unlikely that a SEA would be needed 
but this might be the right point at which to ask for a review, now that there was a 
clearer idea of the scale and location of potential development in Askerswell. 

 
 
 
HA 

 

 ii).Input from observers : The Chair offered the observers present the opportunity 
to contribute comments: 
GL thanked Forum, the Chairman and the Steering Group Team for their hard work 
on behalf of the village. He was surprised that Option 3 was to be voted on again 
as the Forum had already voted to proceed and it was self evident that the Forum 
had been charged with responsibility on behalf of the village to progress to the 
present stage.  He considered that some in the community would have made their 
opinion much clearer if the survey had been worded differently.  He expressed the 
view no development would occur in the village in the absence of a NP.  This view 
was confirmed by Councillor Mark Roberts.  MR said he had made this clear at the 
outset.  Forum member KH said she did not remember nor understand this.  
GL said this highlighted the misunderstanding of this most important reality.  That 
possibility may have altered expressed opinions if it had been made evident at the 
time of the survey.  He requested that opinion be presented clearly at the 
Community event alongside the alternative of a NP that would take control of the 
number and types of new development.  This would help parishioners to think 
clearly through the issues. 

  

 BR echoed GL’s statement.   
11/16 Next meeting: The SG would meet to agree the consultation proposals for 

approval by the Forum.  When that was accomplished the SG would decide when 
the community consultation drop-in meeting would be, somewhat dependent on 
vacancies in the VH booking schedule. The community drop-in meeting would be 
announced in the usual way by leaflets to all residences in the Parish and notices 
on the village boards. 

All 
note 
 

 St.Grp 
 

PA 

 
 
 

ASAP 
 

21 days 
Before 

                 There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
 


