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Summary of the 2 May 2019 Parish Meeting Draft minutes are on the website. We heard 

reports about highways, footpaths, natural environment, local activities and Parish finances, all of 
which were satisfactory. We thanked Councillor Roberts, standing down as representative for this 
area in the new unitary Dorset Council. Subsequently, Councillor Tony Alford has been elected for 
Eggardon, including Askerswell. Planning matters were discussed; see Dorset Council website 
(address overleaf) for any recent updates. We warmly thanked Howard Atkinson, who retired as 
chair, for his dedication in that role. He has had to steer the village through complicated times and 
has put a lot of time and energy into the role. We appointed officers for 2019/20 (see over).  

Why our Parish Meeting is special Parish Meetings are the only examples in England of 

direct public democracy, under an 1895 act of parliament. Every other level of government from 
Parish Councils to the national parliament is indirect – meaning that elected members take 
decisions on our behalf. The Parish Meeting itself takes the decisions and we are all members. 
The annually elected Chair facilitates discussion and helps implement decisions, with a Clerk and 
a Deputy Chair; all are unpaid. The Meeting is also very old. Civil and church administration 
separated in the 1860s but the Parish and Meeting probably began in the 8th century.  

Askerswell Neighbourhood Forum closes, job done The Forum has closed, having 

gained approval for the Neighbourhood Plan. Dorset Council will use the plan, which runs to 2028, 
alongside the Local Plan for West Dorset and the National Planning Policy Framework when 
making planning decisions for Askerswell. The Parish Meeting in October will consider taking on 
the role of monitoring progress of the Neighbourhood Plan. I recommend that we should. 

Road and footpath maintenance is a never-ending job but Dorset Council has been dealing 

well with issues recently reported to them. They’ve repaired the worst potholes in Hembury Road 
and promised to put the part west of the Square on their list for complete resurfacing when money 
permits. They also fixed the bridge to Washingpool and plan to repair the other footpath bridges 
over the Asker. Please report any future problems using the Dorset Council contacts overleaf. 

Village maintenance Thanks to everyone for supporting the Best Kept Village competition, for 

continuing to keep the village tidy and dealing with bits of litter as you find them. Thanks also to 
the people who cut the grass in Washingpool and the Hall and who maintain the flower tubs.  
You may remember that we weren’t able to get a grant to help clean and reinstate the horse 
trough at the junction of Nallers Lane, Burywells and Portway. So I propose we arrange a working 
party one Saturday in September to see what we can do. Please contact me on 485169 or 
askerswellchair@gmail.com if you would like to help restore this bit of village heritage. 

School bus turning area in the Square seems to be working well now, without the problems 

of parked cars that were of concern a while ago. Additional No Parking signs will be in place by the 
start of autumn school term to help visitors understand the situation. 

Emergency flood sandbags are available in case you need them. It takes a few days to get 

them from store so please think ahead and if you’re concerned contact the Parish Clerk (see 
overleaf) if you would like some. Ian Russell (485487) kindly keeps a small supply at Medway 
House in Parsons Lane for urgent use. 

Askerswell 2020 Calendar has the theme Askerswell Parish Life. Please submit images 

(preferably in digital format) no later than 31 August to Howard Atkinson by email (one email per 
image please) to hj_askerswell@btinternet.com or give him slides, prints, a CD, or a memory stick 
(will be returned). Calendars will be ready for viewing and sale at the October Parish Meeting. 

Next Parish Meeting Thursday 17 October, 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Come and participate 

in this unique forum of direct democracy in action. Please email or phone the chair or the clerk if 
there’s a topic you would like to discuss or to hear about, or you can raise it during the meeting. 

A local information update based on what we give new residents is overleaf. 


