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This is a newsletter from and about Askerswell Parish Meeting, distributed in January and July each year to give an 
update midway between the Parish Meetings in April and September. The purpose of the Parish Meeting is to 
consider all and any issues of concern to those who live and work here. It’s a very old institution, an unusual type of 
public body because the meeting itself takes the decisions and we are all members. Please participate if you can. 

Summary of the 17 October 2019 Parish Meeting Draft minutes are on the website. We had reports about 

highways, footpaths, natural environment, local activities and Parish finances. All reports were in a good state, raising 
no concerns and needing no actions. We carefully reviewed the Parish’s financial risks and potential liabilities. We 
agreed to establish and maintain a reserve of £1000 for maintenance and other contingencies, particularly at 
Washingpool. We also agreed to get work done on the dead and broken trees there (see below). With all that in mind, 
we decided to keep the precept for 2020/21 (the money the Parish Meeting gets from residents through the council tax 
collection) the same as in 2019/20. We authorised payments to help support the village hall and the churchyard as in 
previous years, but at slightly less than 2018/19 so as to help create the agreed maintenance reserve. 

We need a new Parish Clerk – can you help? Our Parish Meeting depends on the time of volunteers. Maggie 

Barrett, who has been our Clerk for the last 4 years, will stand down after the April meeting. We therefore need to find 
someone to manage Parish correspondence and finances, and to take minutes of our 6-monthly meetings. It probably 
takes on average about half an hour a week. If you think you’d like to help, please contact Maggie or John. 

Road and footpath maintenance December saw a flurry of activity: pot holes filled, roads swept, drains cleared:  

all resulting from a walk-about with the very helpful Council Highways Engineer for this area. His budget won’t cover 
work on the damaged section of Hembury Road between the Square and Stone Bridge but he’s recommended it for 
urgent action when funds permit. The more people who report the problem, the higher will be its priority. As usual, 
please report any highways problems to Dorset Council on 01305 221 000 or at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk. 

Village maintenance and litter pick day Thanks again to all who continue to keep the village tidy by dealing 

with bits of rubbish as they appear. We plan to have the usual annual litter pick day, this year on Saturday 28 March 
starting from the Square at 10.00 and followed by coffee and biscuits in Grey Cottage. Please let Maggie or John 
know (see contact information below) if you are able to help. 

Maintenance of Washingpool and other spaces As discussed at the October meeting, we know that some 

of the trees are dead, have fallen or need lopping. Recent high winds have made things worse. Some otherwise 
healthy trees need work to safeguard them and/or to improve light for lower-level plants and the river. We’ve recently 
asked for quotes to start the necessary work. We’ve emphasised that the boundaries round the open play-field provide 
a valued nature reserve and that the work needs to help us maintain and enhance the area as a whole, balancing 
safety, amenity and biodiversity. We also hope to develop a 5-year tree management plan to guide future work. 

Alongside all that, Howard Atkinson has kindly agreed to make this year’s grass-cutting rota for Washingpool and the 
Village Hall. Please contact him if you can help; you don’t need your own mower. Thanks in advance to all concerned. 

Planning applications Although the Parish Meeting has no decision-making role, Dorset Council always consults 

us about proposals within our boundary. We typically hold a special meeting so that everyone can see what is 
proposed. There’s been only one since October – for an extension at 1 Leggs Mead - and those attending the meeting 
on January 8 sent several positive comments to the Council’s planning officer. The application has been approved. 

Emergency flood sandbags (reminder) It takes a few days to get them from store. Contact the Parish Clerk if 

you need some. Ian Russell (485487) kindly keeps a small supply at Medway House in Parsons Lane for urgent use. 

Next Parish Meeting Thursday 30 April 2020, 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Everybody is welcome to these 

meetings; they are our important chance to influence our local environment. At the meeting you can raise any topic 
you would like to discuss or to hear about, or you can email or phone the chair or the clerk if you’d like to put 
something on the agenda. Our local member of Dorset Council, Antony Alford (also the Council’s cabinet member for 
Community, Customer and Regulatory Services) plans to join us this time and will be happy to respond to comments 
and questions about Dorset Council’s plans and performance. 

The 2020 recycling and waste collection calendar is overleaf. A local information update is on the website. 
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