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1. Improvements to Broadband in Askerswell: this 
work was scheduled to be completed by the end of 
December 2017. The first phase resulted in the coils of 
cable on telephone poles in Askerswell. Unfortunately 
Openreach have encountered technical issues in 
delivering the second phase. They are: identifying the 
site for a cabinet in Uploders from which we will be 
served; the need for legal agreements to cross private 
lands and a road closure. Unfortunately much more new 
ducting was required from the Powerstock exchange than 
anticipated possibly requiring further road closures. 
Superfast Dorset needs to demonstrate value for use of 
public money that the extra cost requires. It has given 
Openreach until the end of March to find and deliver a 
solution. John and Howard will continue to seek updates 
on progress and hopefully all will be fully clarified before 
the next Parish Meeting. Once the complete build is 
verified for quality, Openreach will update internet 
providers so their customers can be offered a service.  

An unsuccessful appeal was made to include the minority 
of dwellings in Askerswell that are excluded from the 
current phase. It seems unwise to press this issue further 
until the current technical problems are overcome. The 
risk is adding cost now might jeopardise installation for 
all. 
2. The Uploders road is to re-open in early summer: 
the first phase from late January will be to clear 
vegetation and build a new retaining wall. Earthworks to 
shape a route through a neighbouring field away from the 
landslide will begin in April with the new section of road 
and landscape works completed in time for an intended 
re-opening in early summer. 
3. Dog fouling: there have been reports around the 
village of dog walkers not clearing up after their pets. 
Please use a poop scooper. As well as being unsightly 
the mess is a health risk, particularly to children, with a 
range of consequences that include partial blindness - 
see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Toxicariasis 
4. Parking close to the square: the last Parish Meeting 
considered that it was a risk for the school bus to enter 
Askerswell down Litton lane. First Bus agreed that it 
would re-route to enter and leave along The Portway. 
Unfortunately the bus could not turn around readily one 
day as a car was parked close to the crossroads. The 
Highway Code does not support parking “opposite or 
within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an 
authorised parking space”. Surely all in our community 
wish to ensure the school bus can travel safely and so 
will avoid improper parking in future. 
5. Progress towards a Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 
thank you to all who attended the drop-in event on 11

th
 

November as part of the pre-submission consultation 
period from 6/11 to 29/12/2017. All feedback was 
considered by the Forum on 17

th
 January and will be 

posted on the Parish website soon. Many favourable 
comments were received and only minor changes to the 
plan were required. The plan will be formally submitted 
about the end of January. The expectation is that WDDC 
will then carry out a formal consultation before an 
examiner considers feedback and a range of documents 
(all of which will be on the Parish Website). Possibly the 
examiner may organise a meeting with the community 
before providing a report. Assuming the plan is 
considered acceptable with or without amendments, 
WDDC will then organise a referendum of those on our 
electoral register. If the majority of cast votes favour the 
plan, WDDC will move to its formal adoption and then 
consider it alongside the Local Plan when addressing 
planning matters within the Parish. 
6. Askerswell 2019 Calendar: thank you to Antony and 
others who sourced the photographs, and to Eileen, Gill 
F. and Barbara R. who selected the images. Thank you 
also to those who bought one or more of the 50 copies. 
This raised about £135 towards projects not fundable by 
the Parish Meeting precept.  
7. New address for the Parish Website: it can now be 
accessed (http://www.askerswellparish.org/) using search 
engines. Thanks are due to Mandy Hall who is the editor. 
Please provide information for entry and feedback to 
<editor.askerswell@hotmail.com>. 

8. More bluebells for Washingpool Green: as agreed 
at the last meeting, the £75 Environment Prize money 
from Dorset Community Action has been spent on 400 
Bluebells for Washingpool Green. They are expected 
about the end of January. Would anyone wishing to help 
prepare the ground and plant them on arrival please 
contact Howard. 
9. Spring working party to improve Washingpool: we 
hope all who helped last year will again become involved. 
Please contact Howard by the end of the first week of 
February if you are willing to be involved for the first time. 
The likely dates are either Saturday 17

th 
or 24

th
 March 

from 10 am for 1-2 hours. The date will be finalised and 
circulated to suit as many volunteers as possible. 

10. Litter pick up day along all Parish Roads: this will 
be Saturday 17

th
 March. All willing to take part please 

confirm to Maggie and gather at the Granary at 10 am. 

11. Rota for grass cutting etc. at VH and 
Washingpool Green: this will again be co-ordinated to 
prevent overlap of demands on volunteers’ time. The 
expectation is that all who were on the rota will mow 
again, others welcome. Please contact Howard. 

12. Sandbags: they remain available from store with 
several days’ notice by contacting Maggie. We still need 
a volunteer with a truck or van willing to move some of 
the stock closer to the village. Please contact Maggie if 
you are able to do this. 
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