
 
 
 

This newsletter is the sixth circulated at 6 monthly 
intervals to bring up matters of interest that arise 
between Parish Meetings.  

1. Closure of Parsons Lane, 31st July to 4
th

 August 
2017: Dorset Highways will be working to complete 
drainage improvements. They plan to close the road 
to through traffic between 9am and 4pm each day. 
The closed section will extend from the Square to 
either the Old Wheelwrights shop or the shared 
entrance to Montana. 

Askerswell 2018 Calendar: It was decided in the 
April Parish meeting that the calendar would be 
views of Askerswell Parish in the past. Antony 
Wilsdon agreed to coordinate the collection of 
images for a selection committee to consider. 
Please submit any images (preferably in digital 
format) no later than 31

st
 August. If submitting 

several images, please bring slides, prints, a CD, or 
a memory stick, (they will be returned) to Antony at 
Laurel Cottage or Howard at The Granary. Single 
digital images can also be sent to Howard at the e-
mail address at the foot of this sheet. The aim is for 
the printed Calendar to be viewed at The Parish 
Meeting on 25

th
 October.  

2. Parish Website: Congratulations to Mandy Hall 
(Content Editor) and Dave Altree (Web Master) for 
their continued efforts on the website. Mandy is 
always keen to receive content that fits into one of 
its sub-sections of 1) Home Page, 2) Parish 
Meeting, 3) Village Hall, 4) Church, 5) 
Neighbourhood Plan, 6) Notifications, 7) History and 
8) Community, which is a notice board for anyone in 
the community. The Parish Meeting agreed that the 
site should be hosted on a server accessible to 
search engines. The expectation is that this will 
have been achieved by the Autumn Parish Meeting 
after removal of telephone numbers and other 
personal information.  

3. Progress towards a Neighbourhood Plan (NP):  
Community feedback on the first draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan established strikingly high 
agreement on its vision, objectives and policies. 
Only two policies received less than 75% support 
and they will be amended. Four of six areas 
specifically identified within the initial proposed 
defined development boundary received 80-89% 
support for development, the fifth received 66% 
approval but only 42% supported the sixth site. 

Subsequently, expert advice recommended that 
specific sites be designated rather than a 
development boundary defined. This is to reduce the 
risk of more open market dwellings accruing than 
the majority of the community supports. The Forum 
will consider options shortly. It has also been 
advised to gain a grant derived from government to 
employ consultants to: a) ensure our plan is 
complete and expressed precisely, b) to carry out 
the required heritage character assessment and c) 
for an ecological survey if specific sites are 
allocated. The aim is to submit the revised plan by 
the end of January 2018 for the required external 
consultation and then examination phases. The 
community will have the opportunity to comment 
before submission to WDDC on all substantial 
changes from those in the first draft. 

4. Washingpool area: Thank you to all the 
grasscutters, strimmers and those involved in 
working parties to continue restoration of the area. 
Bluebells and Winter Aconites flowered that were 
planted there and at The Pound but the Wood 
Anemones were not seen. The area with butterfly 
flowers has grown well and the Comfrey plants 
placed above the pond to favour bumblebees 
attracted many individuals. The most successful 
event this year was the breeding of a moorhen pair 
at the pond.  

Would you please contact Howard a few days 
before you are due to cut the Washingpool green. 
He can then be sure to be at home to provide the 
fuelled mower.  

5. Dangerous aliens in the Parish 
Japanese knotweed grows at one more location in 
the Parish than known last year. It is difficult for any 
gardener to control once well established. There is 
no free programme for control. Its roots can be 3 
metres deep and it spreads rapidly by underground 
stems. You are at risk of prosecution if it spreads to 
a neighbour’s garden. It can cause structural 
problems and impede a house sale. It should not be 
strimmed, as this favours dispersal because it can 
grow from small stem fragments. It is both 
ineffective and illegal to pull plants up and send to a 
recycling centre. You are advised to employ a 
specialist company if it infests your land. Please 
contact Howard for details.  
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