
 
 
 

1. Fibre Broadband coming to Askerswell soon: 
the installation of the infrastructure is now complete. The 
expectation is that checks by the subcontractor and then 
by BT will take up to 6 weeks. If you have not done so 
already, then you may wish to register to be updated by 
Superfast Dorset when the new fibre-based system 
becomes available to you. The web address is: 

http://dorsetforyou.us1.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b4
4&id=84743d91c1. John Mahoney will also put a notice 
on the board and the Parish website once the service 
goes live. The delay is not known between a request for 
service and the connection of the premises to the nearest 
pole with the infrastructure.  

2. A new Chairman and Clerk: are required if the 
Parish Meeting is to continue. Without it, we would have 
no meeting for discussing or organizing issues such as 
broadband lobbying, ensuring road and drain repair, 
filling grit bins and many other things. An alternative is to 
seek to join Loders Parish Council making both a rise in 
our Council tax likely and loss of control over the money 
raised in Askerswell. Donations to the Village Hall and 
the Churchyard could be cut or indeed lost altogether 
along with funding for Washingpool. Under the new 
proposed Unitary Authority, various services and their 
financial burden such as ditch clearing, road sweeping 
and hedge cutting will probably be devolved to the Parish 
Councils but this change cannot be enforced on a Parish 
Meeting. If you enjoy living in Askerswell with its strong 
sense of community, please consider doing one of these 
non-onerous but important jobs. Both Howard Atkinson 
and Maggie Barrett will help and advise for the 1st year. 
Please contact Ian Russell (485487), John Mahoney 
(485169) or Howard Atkinson (485765). 
3. Askerswell 2019 Calendar: it will be views of 
Askerswell Parish and wildlife within its boundaries. 
Please submit images (preferably in digital format) by no 
later than 31st August. If submitting several images, 
please bring slides, prints, a CD, or a memory stick, (they 
will be returned) to Howard. Single digital images can 
also be sent (see addresses below). The aim is for the 
printed calendar to be viewed and be on sale at The 
Parish Meeting on 24th October.  
4. Parish Website: Congratulations to Mandy Hall 
(Content Editor) and our Web Master for their continued 
efforts on the website. Mandy is always keen to receive 
content that fits into one of its sub-sections of 1) Home 
Page, 2) Parish Meeting, 3) Village Hall, 4) Church, 5) 
Neighbourhood Plan, 6) Notifications, 7) History and 8) 
Community (which is a notice board for anyone in the 
community). The website is now on a server accessible 
to search engines and content will be checked for data 
protection before its addition. The address is: 
http://www.askerswellparish.org/. 

5. Progress towards a Neighbourhood Plan (NP):  

The plan was submitted for examination on 12th February 
2018. WDDC then carried out a public consultation for 6 
weeks that ended on 23rd April 2018. The examiner, 
recommended to us by an independent company that the 
council had instructed, was accepted by the Forum on the 
27th June. That examiner is now considering all the 
submitted documentation which is available at the Forum 
section of the Parish website plus the public 
representations made to WDDC. Initial questions from the 
examiner and the responses of WDDC and the Forum are 
available on the Forum section of the website. A draft 
report for fact checking is expected in August. The Forum 
has received a grant to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan is 
revised appropriately. WDDC should subsequently hold a 
referendum of voters in the neighbourhood area (the 
Parish). It will be adopted (made) if the votes that day 
record simple majority support. Information about the final 
plan and details of the referendum will be provided to all 
dwellings in the neighbourhood area at a future date. 

6. South Dorset Ridgeway Project: This project 
includes Askerswell and Eggardon Hill and is yet another 
indicator of the importance of our environment. We have 
benefitted from funding from the project for: 

Heritage: the project supplied lime mortar to repair the 
Pound wall (Geoff Barrett and Howard are carrying this 
out). The project manager is also having a cast iron 
roundel forged for the finger post at the Square. 

Biodiversity: A grant of £730 has been provided to i) 
prepare land, then sow grasses and a wildflower mix at the 
east end of Washingpool Green, ii) sow wildflowers at the 
north end of that area (seed germinated by Dinks and 
Peter, Liz and Howard) iii) purchase 23 bird and 10 bat 
boxes and iv) two insect hotels, all for our public spaces. 
Please contact Howard if you’re able to spend a couple of 
hours helping to install the boxes in August. 

7. The River Asker project 

A partnership of the Wildlife and Farming Advisory Group 
South West, WDDC and Dorset Wildlife Trust have 
selected the Asker for study within a national initiative to 
monitor and improve river health and detect pollution 
incidents. The current activities centre on assessing the 
health of the river from its invertebrate biodiversity which 
provide food for fish. Howard, Maggie and Geoff Barrett 
have trained and will survey a site above the village where 
the river flows through the Barretts’ land. Two other survey 
sites will be established by others at Uploders and Loders. 
Chemical analysis of water quality may also be carried out 
next year. 

There has been a major pollution incident of mud and silt 
being allowed to enter the Asker and also incidences of 
grass cuttings being thrown into its water. Both are illegal 
fly tripping that should be reported in future to WDDC and 
the Environment Agency. 
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